
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY  

AFTER TRINITY 
Sunday 20 September 2020 

 
 

WELCOME TO THE EUCHARIST 
the central Christian act of  

worship 
 

in a time of national and global  
emergency precautions  

to resist the spread of the  
coronavirus pandemic 

 
A warm welcome to you all joining us 

from home on Facebook.  
 

Please join in with the words in bold. 
 

All our hymns have been recorded  
remotely by the Choral Scholars of St 
Martin-in-the-Fields, with thanks to the 
Church of England for providing them 

for our streamed services. Our  
Anthem is performed by our own  

musical ensemble the Contracovids.  
 

WELCOME 
 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN   
 (NEH 353) 
Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
forgive our foolish ways; 
re-clothe us in our rightful mind; 
in purer lives thy service find, 
in deeper reverence, praise. 
 
In simple trust like theirs who heard 
beside the Syrian sea 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 
let us, like them, without a word 
rise up and follow thee. 
 
Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain  
and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace. 
 
Breathe through the heats of our 
desire 
thy coolness and thy balm; 
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
speak through the earthquake,  
wind and fire, 
O still small voice of calm. 
 
 



The second is this; ‘Love your  
neighbour as yourself.’  
There is no other commandment  
greater than these,  
On these two commandments hang all  
the law and the prophets. 
        Amen, Lord have mercy 
 
God so loved the world  
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ  
to save us from our sins,  
to be our advocate in heaven,  
and to bring us to eternal life. 
Let us confess our sins in penitence  
and faith, firmly resolved to keep  
God’s commandments and to live in love  
and peace with all. 
 
Most merciful God,  
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
we confess that we have sinned in 
thought, word and deed.  
We have not loved you with our  
whole heart.  
We have not loved our neighbours  
as ourselves.  
In your mercy forgive what we have 
been, help us to amend what we are,  
and direct what we shall be;  
that we may do justly,  
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen 
 
Almighty God, who forgives all who  
truly repent, have mercy upon us,  
† pardon and deliver us from all our sins,  
confirm and strengthen us in 
all goodness, and keep us in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

THE GATHERING 
 
† In the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
THE GREETING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
 and also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
 
Almighty God 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are  
hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your  
Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy 
name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 
Let us call to mind those ways in 
which we have turned away from 
God in the past week. 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ said; 
The first commandment is this; 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is  
the only Lord.’ 
You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul,  
with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.’ 
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Lord, for that word, the word of life 
which fires us, 
speaks to our hearts and sets our 
souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains,  
rebukes us and inspires us, 
Lord of the word, receive your  
people's praise. 
 
Lord, for our land, in this our  
generation, 
spirits oppressed by pleasure, 
wealth and care; 
for young and old,  
for commonwealth and nation, 
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear 
our prayer. 
 
Lord, for our world;  
when we disown and doubt him, 
loveless in strength, and  
comfortless in pain; 
hungry and helpless,  
lost indeed without him, 
Lord of the world, we pray that 
Christ may reign. 
 
Lord, for ourselves; in living  
power remake us,  
self on the cross and Christ  
upon the throne; 
past put behind us,  
for the future take us, 
Lord of our lives, to live for  
Christ alone. 
 

 
GLORIA (Said) 
Glory to God in the highest 
and peace to his people on earth.  
  
Lord God, heavenly King, 
Almighty God and Father. 
We worship you, we give you 
thanks, 
We praise you for your glory. 
  
Lord Jesus Christ,  
only Son of the Father, 
Lord God. Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of  
the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT 
 
Lord God,  
defend your Church from all false 
teaching and give to your people 
knowledge of your truth,  
that we may enjoy eternal life in  
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 Amen. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN           (NEH 204)     

Lord, for the years  
your love has kept and guided, 
urged and inspired us, cheered us 
on our way, 
sought us and saved us,  
pardoned and provided, 
Lord of the years, we bring our 
thanks today. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Leader:  Nila Spiller 
 
After:  Lord, in your abundant love 
  Hear our prayer  
 

At the end of the prayers 
 
Leader:   Lord of life, 
      hear our prayer,  
               and make us one in heart   
      and mind to serve you              
      with joy for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE  SACRAMENT 
 
THE PEACE 
 
Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God 
in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his 
peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with 
you. 
 and also with you.   
 
*All may exchange a sign of peace with 
those we are watching with at home, or 
by writing in the comment box below* 
 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
THE GOSPEL 
Reader: Barbara Florence 
 
The Lord be with you 
  And also with you 

 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ according to Matthew 
 

St Matthew 20: 1-16 
 

When it is announced: 
 Glory to you, O Lord 
 
At the end: 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ 
 
THE SERMON 
Preacher: Sarah Paxton 
 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
 
I believe in God, the Father  
almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the  
Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of  
the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  A 
The Lord  be with you 
And also with you 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right,  
it is our duty and our joy,  
at all times and in all places  
to give you thanks and praise,  
holy Father, heavenly King,  
almighty and eternal God,  
through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord. 
  
And now we give you thanks because 
you are the source of light and life;  
you made us in your image and called 
us to new life in him. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels,  
and with all the company of heaven,  
we proclaim your great and glorious 
name, for ever praising you and  
saying: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of  
your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Blessèd is he, who comes in  
the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 

HYMN       (NEH 296) 
Lord, enthroned in heavenly  
splendour, 
first-begotten from the dead, 
Thou alone, our strong defender, 
liftest up Thy people's head. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
Jesu, true and living bread. 
 
Here our humblest homage pay we, 
here in loving reverence bow; 
here for faith’s discernment  
prayer we, 
lest we fail to know thee now. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
thou art here, we ask now how. 
 
Though the lowliest form doth  
veil thee  
as of old in Bethlehem, 
here as there thine angels hail thee, 
branch and flower of Jesse’s stem. 
Alleluia, alleluia,  
we in worship join with them. 
 
Paschal Lamb, thine offering  
finished 
once for all when thou wast slain, 
in its fullness undiminished 
shall for evermore remain. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
cleansing souls from every stain. 
 
Life-imparting heavenly manna, 
stricken rock, with streaming side, 
heaven and earth with loud  
hosanna 
worship thee, the Lamb who died. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
risen, ascended, glorified! 
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Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and as we follow his example 
and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy  
Spirit these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was  
betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his  
disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is 
given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new  
covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection 
and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your king-
dom, and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ  
your Son our Lord. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Accept through him, our great high 
priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth 
and heaven,  we worship you, Father  
almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and  
power be yours for ever and ever.       
     Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  
Let us pray with confidence as our  
Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;   
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ 
 Though we are many,  
 we are one body,  
 because we all share in  
 one bread. 
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AGNUS DEI 
 
Lamb of God, you take away  
the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
 
Lamb of God, you take away  
the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
 
Lamb of God, you take away  
the sins of the world,  
grant us peace.  
 
COMMUNION ANTHEM:  
 ‘Be still and know that I am God’ 
sung by the Contracovids 
 
 
THE ADMINISTRATION OF HOLY 
COMMUNION / SPIRITUAL  
COMMUNION 
  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Keep, O Lord, your Church,  
with your perpetual mercy;  
and, because without you our human 
frailty cannot but fall, 
keep us ever by your help from all 
things hurtful, and lead us to all things 
profitable to our salvation;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise,  
that when we were still far off  
you met us in your Son and 
brought us home.  
Dying and living, he declared your 
love, gave us grace, and opened  
the gates of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body  
live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life  
to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light  
to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have  
set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be 
free, and the whole earth live to  
praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
NOTICES 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN       (SP 309) 
                   
Sing of the Lord's goodness,  
Father of all wisdom, 
come to him and bless his name.  
Mercy he has shown us,  
his love is for ever,  
faithful to the end of days. 
 
Come, then, all you nations,  
sing of your Lord's goodness,  
melodies of praise and thanks to God.  
Ring out the Lord's glory,  
praise him with your music,  
worship him and bless his name.  
 
Power he has wielded,  
honour is his garment, 
risen from the snares of death. 
His word he has spoken,  
one bread he has broken, 
new life he now gives to all.  
Refrain: 
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Courage in our darkness,  
comfort in our sorrow, 
Spirit of our God most high; 
solace for the weary,  
pardon for the sinner, 
splendour of the living God. 
 
Come, then, all you nations,  
sing of your Lord's goodness,  
melodies of praise and  
thanks to God.  
Ring out the Lord's glory,  
praise him with your music,  
worship him and bless his name.  
 
Praise him with your singing,  
praise him with the trumpet, 
praise God with the lute and harp; 
praise him with the cymbals,  
praise him with your dancing 
praise God till the end of days. 
Refrain: 
 
THE BLESSING 
 
The peace of God which passes all  
understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of 
his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father †, the Son and  the Holy 
Spirit be among you and remain with  
you this day and always. 
 Amen 
 
Go in peace to love and serve  
the Lord  
 In the name of Christ.  Amen  
 
Organ Voluntary: 
Dietrich Buxtehude - Praeludium in C 
BuxWV137 recorded by Graham  
Powell on the organ of St Peter’s 
Limpsfield 
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Please consider helping to support 
the life and work of our church if you 
can in any of the following ways:  
  
Online giving 
You can give a one-off amount (with 
Gift Aid, if applicable) via our 
Give.net page:  
https://www.give.net/20291285 or by 
scanning the QR code below.  

 
 
 
 
 
  

Text giving 
You can donate any whole value up 
to £20 by texting STPETER (amount) 
to 70085. For example  
texting STPETER 10 will donate £10.  
  
For other ways of giving, including 
setting up a standing order please 
visit:   
https://www.stpeterslimpsfield.org/
giving.html  
  
Thank you.  
 
 
 

https://www.stpeterslimpsfield.org/giving.html
https://www.stpeterslimpsfield.org/giving.html

