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Five:	 	 LIGHT		 Mary, Jesus’ mother, and the disciple


John 19:25b - 27
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In a time of national and global emergency precautions  
to resist the coronavirus pandemic 

Lights shine more brightly in the darkness. It doesn’t get darker 
than the cross, as God-with-us is crucified. Yet even as Jesus 
endures that agony, he is loving and caring for others - in these 
verses, for two special people to him, his mother, and his best 
friend. Today we give thanks for our mothers, and others who 
have cared for us through thick and thin, those special people 
who have given us life and then the freedom to go and do what 
we wanted or needed to do, and who are still there for us with 
love.

As the coronavirus crisis has escalated, across our country and 
across the world, we are living in a strange and - in some ways - 
a dark time. People - perhaps including us sometimes - are 
afraid, insecure, lonely, panicking, disoriented. About our health, 
our work, our money, our schools, our futures. That anxiety and 
fear can and does bring out the worst in us.

Yet even as we go through this darkness individually and 
together - with some facing it much more sharply than others - 
compassion and relationship is enduring together.  

And so it has been across our communities in Limpsfield this 
week. Echoing the love of Jesus in the darkness of the cross, the 
response of love and light from very many people has been 
powerful. When we choose to give ourselves in love, we are 
already starting to live in what the poet William Blake called ‘the 
sunrise of eternity’. This may sound mystical and floaty. But we 
are surrounded not only by this invisible virus and the threat of a 
wave of death. But also by the first, wonderful days of spring, 
mystical and earthy. And so too are our prayers and actions 
shining as lights in the darkness, down to earth and purposeful, 
united in adversity.

‘The love is there’ wrote Helen, who is leading our pastoral team 
at St Peter’s, ‘the love is there and being spread already which is 
wonderful to see.’ As a lot of other regular things in our lives fall 
away, for now, that light shines more brightly in the darkness. 
The spreading of love is the best response to the spreading of 
the virus. And please remember to treat yourselves with loving 
kindness too, that loving kindness that Jesus shows us is the 
nature of God, as you spread the love however you can at this 
time.

There may well be moments - especially as we live with more 
confinement and miss the freedoms we usually enjoy and take 
for granted, or hear of others who are ill - when we feel a surge 
of hopelessness that the darkness will wash us away. 
But still - as the other end of John’s gospel puts it, in the very first 
chapter - the light - and the love - shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not - and will not - overcome it. 
Let’s join in with that light again this week.         Amen.


