
 

 

 
 
 

 

PALM SUNDAY 
 11am Sunday 5 April 2020 

in a time of national and global emergency precautions to resist the 
spread of the coronavirus pandemic 

  
WELCOME TO THE EUCHARIST   

live streamed from Limpsfield Rectory - Parish Office 
  

A warm welcome to you all joining us from home on  
Facebook Live or YouTube 

  
Please join in with the words in bold. 

  
Thanks also to our new choir, the Antivirals  

(Percival Household Singers) 

  
WELCOME 
  
Introit: CANTATE DOMINO  
(Come ye with joyfulness) - Giuseppe Pitoni (1657-1743) 
  
Cantate Domino canticum novum, 
laus eius in ecclesia sanctorum. 
Lætetur Israel in eo qui fecit eum, 
et filiae Sion exultent in rege suo. 
(Psalm 149:1-2) 
  
(Translation) 
Sing unto the Lord a new song,  
and his praise in the congregation of saints. 
Let Israel rejoice in him that made him:  
let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.  
 
THE GATHERING  
† In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen  
  
THE GREETING 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  



 

 

  
Dear friends in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing by works of 
love and self-sacrifice for the celebration of our Lord’s death and 
resurrection. Today we come together to begin this solemn celebration 
in union with the Church throughout the world. Christ enters his own city 
to complete his work as our Saviour, to suffer, to die and to rise again. 
Let us go with him in faith and love so that, united with him in his 
sufferings, we may share his risen life.  
  
God our Saviour, 
whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem as Messiah to suffer and to 
die; bless these palms for us as signs of his victory, and grant that we 
may follow Christ in the way that leads to eternal life; who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
  
THE PALM GOSPEL 
 
Matthew 21:1-11: 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage,  
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them,  
‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey 
tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone 
says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will 
send them immediately.’ This took place to fulfil what had been spoken 
through the prophet, saying,  
  
‘Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble,  
and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’  
  
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the 
donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them.  
A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that 
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son 
of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’  
  
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking,  
‘Who is this?’ The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from 
Nazareth in Galilee.’ 
  
 



 

 

HYMN (SP 51) 
 

Make way, make way, for Christ the King in splendour arrives. 
Fling wide the gates and welcome him into your lives.  
  
Make way ! Make way for the King of kings ! 
Make way ! Make way and let his kingdom in !  
  
He comes the broken hearts to heal, the prisoners to free. 
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, the blind shall see. 
Refrain:  
  
And those who mourn with heavy hearts, who weep and sigh, 
with laughter, joy and royal crown he’ll beautify.  
Refrain:  
  
We call you now to worship him as Lord of all, 
to have no other gods but him : their thrones must fall !  
Refrain: 
 
THE COLLECT  
Almighty and everlasting God, 
who in your tender love towards the human race sent your Son  
our Saviour Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh and to suffer death 
upon the cross:  
grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen  
  
The Passion Gospel: 
Matthew 27:11-54 
  
Pilate Questions Jesus 
Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him,  
‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ Jesus said, ‘You say so.’ But when he 
was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then 
Pilate said to him, ‘Do you not hear how many accusations they make 
against you?’ But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, 
so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
  
 
 



 

 

Barabbas or Jesus? 
Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner 
for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a 
notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered, 
Pilate said to them, ‘Whom do you want me to release for you,  
Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ For he realized 
that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was 
sitting on the judgement seat, his wife sent word to him, ‘Have nothing to 
do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal 
because of a dream about him.’   
 
Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for  
Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, 
‘Which of the two do you want me to release for you?’ And they said, 
‘Barabbas.’ Pilate said to them, ‘Then what should I do with Jesus who is 
called the Messiah?’ All of them said, ‘Let him be crucified!’  
Then he asked, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’  
But they shouted all the more, ‘Let him be crucified!’ 
  
Pilate Hands Jesus over to Be Crucified 
So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was  
beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, 
saying, ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.’  
Then the people as a whole answered, ‘His blood be on us and on our 
children!’ So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, 
he handed him over to be crucified. 
  
The Soldiers Mock Jesus 
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s  
headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him.  
They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some 
thorns into a crown, they put it on his head.  
They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, 
saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ They spat on him, and took the reed and 
struck him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe 
and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 
  
The Crucifixion of Jesus 
As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; 
they compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a 
place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him 
wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink 
it.  



 

 

And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among 
themselves by casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch 
over him. Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, 
‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.’ 
  
Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on 
his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and 
saying, ‘You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 
save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.’  
In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, 
were mocking him, saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot save himself.  
He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we 
will believe in him.  
  
He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, 
“I am God’s Son.” The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted 
him in the same way. 
  
The Death of Jesus 
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?’ When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘This man is 
calling for Elijah.’ At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with 
sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others 
said, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.’ Then Jesus 
cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last.  
 
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also  
were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were 
raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the 
holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those with 
him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what 
took place, they were terrified and said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’ 
  
This is the Passion of the Lord. 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray to the Father, 
who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son to give us life. 
Simon from Cyrene was forced to carry the cross for your Son. 
Give us grace to lift heavy loads from those we meet and to stand with 
those condemned to die. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
  
Your Son watched the soldiers gamble to share his clothes. 
Transform the hearts of those who make a profit from their victims, 
and those whose hearts are hardened by their work. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
  
The thief, who was crucified with Jesus, was promised a place in your 
kingdom. 
Give pardon and hope, healing and peace to all who look death in the 
face. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
  
From the cross Jesus entrusted Mary his mother and John his disciple to 
each other’s care. 
Help us also to care for one another and fill our homes with the spirit of 
your love. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
  
In Mary and John your Son created a new family at the cross. 
Fill our relationships, and those of new families today, with mutual care 
and responsibility, and give us a secure hope for the future. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
  
The centurion was astonished to see your glory in the crucified Messiah. 
Open the eyes of those who do not know you to see in your Son the 
meaning of life and death. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
  
 
 



 

 

Joseph of Arimathaea came to take your Son’s body away. 
Give hope and faith to the dying and bereaved, and gentleness to those 
who minister to them. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
  
Simon and Joseph, Mary and John became part of your Church in  
Jerusalem. 
Bring into your Church today a varied company of people, to walk with 
Christ in the way of his passion and to find their salvation in the victory of 
his cross. 
  
Lord of the Church, 
hear our prayer, 
and make us one in heart and mind 
to serve you in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT  
  
THE PEACE  
Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace  
  
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  
  
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
  
All may exchange a sign of peace  
  
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER (E)  
The Lord is here  
His Spirit is with us.  
  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  
  
 
 



 

 

It is indeed right and just,  
our duty and salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near the whole 
world is called to acknowledge his hidden majesty. 
The power of the life-giving cross reveals the judgement that has come 
upon the world and the triumph of Christ crucified. 
He is the victim who dies no more, 
the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever, our advocate in heaven to plead 
our cause, exalting us there to join with angels and archangels, 
for ever praising you and singing:  
  
[adapted from the Deutsche Messe, 1826 - Franz Schubert (1797-1828)] 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might. Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord, God of power and might. 
 
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
  
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
  
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit,   
that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood 
of your dear Son. 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking 
bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:  
  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.  
  
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:  
  
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  
  
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with  
confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.  



 

 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
  
Jesus Christ is Lord:  
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world.  
  
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.  
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms and bring 
us with all the saints to feast at your table in heaven.  
  
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit. 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,  
for ever and ever.  
Amen.  
  
BREAKING OF THE BREAD  
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many,  
we are one body, because we all share in one bread.  
  
 
AGNUS DEI  
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, bearer of our sins; have mercy on us.  
Jesus, redeemer of the world; grant us peace.  
  
 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.  
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I 
shall be healed.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord Jesus, teach us to pray:  
  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
  
 
MOTET: Ave verum corpus - W.A. Mozart (1756 - 91) 
  
Ave, verum corpus natum de Maria Virgine, 
Vere passum immolatum in Cruce pro homine, 
Cujus latus perforatum unda fluxit et sanguine, 
Esto nobis praegustatum in mortis examine. 
  
(Translation) 
Hail, true body born of the Virgin Mary, 
Who truly suffered, sacrificed on the Cross for man, 
Whose pierced side overflowed with water and blood, 
Be for us a foretaste In the test of death. 
  
ADMINISTRATION OF COMMUNION 
  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Lord Jesus Christ,  
you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant,  
and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation:  
give us the mind to follow you and proclaim you as Lord and King,  
to the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 
  
NOTICES 
 



 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION HYMN (NEH 509)  
 

All glory, laud and honour to thee, Redeemer King. 
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.  
 
Thou art the King of Israel, Thou David’s royal son, 
Who in the Lord’s name comest, The King and blessed One… Refrain:  
  

The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went; 
Our praise and prayer and anthems before thee we present. 
 
All glory, laud and honour to thee, Redeemer King. 
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.  
  

Thou didst accept their praises, accept the prayers we bring,  
Who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King… Refrain:  
  

Do thou direct our footsteps upon our earthly way, 
And bring us by thy mercy to heaven’s eternal day… Refrain:  
  

Within that blessed City thy praises may we sing,  
And ever raise hosannas To our most loving King…Refrain. 
  
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL  
Christ crucified draw you to himself, 
to find in him a sure ground for faith, 
a firm support for hope, 
and the assurance of sins forgiven; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, † and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you this Holy Week and always.  
Amen 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen.  
  
 
Organ voluntary: Eliza Percival  
Komm, Gott Schöpfer, Heiliger Geist - Samuel Scheidt (1587 - 1654) 
[Come, Creator God, Holy Spirit] 
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While our church is closed, all donations are greatly appreciated. If you 
would like to help St Peter’s through this difficult time, you can donate in 
the following ways: 
 
Online giving 
You can set up a regular monthly donation, or give a one-off 
amount (with Gift Aid, if applicable) via Give.net. 
Visit https://www.give.net/20291285 or scan the QR code to 
go directly to our page on the website. 
  
Text giving 
You can donate any whole value up to £20 by texting STPETER followed 
by a space and the amount you want to give to 70085.  
e.g. STPETER 10 to 70085 
Costs the amount you want to give plus a standard rate message. 
 
You can also set up a standing order or make a bank transfer.  
Details can be found on our website at: 
https://www.stpeterslimpsfield.org/giving.html  
 
Thank you.  

https://www.give.net/20291285
https://www.stpeterslimpsfield.org/giving.html

