
PENTECOST SERMON for St Peter’s, Limpsfield 
9th June 2019


Genesis 11:1-9; Acts 2:1-21; John 14:8-27


Gifts of the Holy Spirit to the Church 

In our first reading, notice, as often in the book of Genesis, the 
vivid description in story form of how the world is, its people 
scrambled, confused, unable to communicate with each other.


The story of Pentecost from the Acts of the Apostles reverses 
and reconciles this dislocation, and enables peoples of many 
different languages to hear and receive the good news of Christ 
for all.


It is also worth noticing at this juncture in our history, as we have 
commemorated the 75th anniversary of the invasion of 
Normandy this week that, whatever we might think about the 
European Union (bloated, bureaucratic, unaccountable etc.), we 
do see in the European Parliament an imperfect but genuine 
exercise in hearing, listening, understanding and working 
together across many different languages and nations. There 
may be better ways ahead, but if it has helped us, unusually in 
recent European history, to avoid fighting wars with each other, 
that is worth a lot.


As we celebrate this morning the Spirit poured out on all flesh, 
as Christians it can remind us bracingly that our faith is not 
about a Sunday morning lifestyle choice in an increasingly 
crowded market, but about good news for all peoples, for our 
daily lives and all our relationships.


I was renewed in this Spirit at a wedding I attended recently of a 
former local curate - yes you’re right, it wasn’t ours: Sebastian 
from Lingfield, now a school chaplain in Kennington, and Olivia, 
who is a Team Vicar in Epping.


Their wedding was the first nuptial mass - that is, a marriage 
service within a celebration of Holy Communion - that I have 
attended since mine and Kathryn’s service nearly 19 years ago.


It was such a joy to take part in, and inspires me to share some 
fundamentals about us as people of God’s new covenant in 
Christ, for the church here and throughout the world. I am not 
pretending that we as Christians float around the ceiling at some 
higher level than others. In fact, my spirit has been languishing 
on the floor for most of this week, after the tragic death in a road 
accident of a little boy due to start at Limpsfield School this 
year, and being with some of those in shock, grief and distress.


But here are some of the gifts of the Spirit to the Church in 
this and every place, for all our different days:


We are evangelical, because we have good news to 
share


We are biblical, because these are our sacred stories 
that become God’s living word to us


We are catholic, because we are whole, not confined to 
this or that place


We are liberal, because we are humble about not 
knowing it all, and open to finding out more




We are inclusive, because we try to be genuinely open 
to all people, in the Spirit of Christ


We are Christian, because we follow Jesus, with us, 
among us, crucified and risen 


We are part of the body of Christ - and thank you all 
for our companionship in it here - none of us can do it 
on our own


We are sacramental, because we believe in visible 
signs of God’s invisible grace, as our church building is, 
and as we all are


We are Eucharistic, because Jesus told us to do this, 
and through word and sacrament we are given food for 
our Christian journey


We are being redeemed through God’s grace, because 
we are loved and forgiven


So we are bearers of good news for each other, and 
for all people.


And so - even if as a traditional parish church in our culture, we 
often find the wind is in our faces in fostering belonging, faith 
and commitment - we are called and invited to live whole-
heartedly, with confidence and joy, because the Spirit is with us. 


These are some of the many riches of our Christian tradition, 
and if we can continually let them re-capture our imagination 

and notice them expressed in our lives, then we will be better 
able to share them with others.


Perhaps we can let God speak to us today in a language that we 
understand, let God reach us in a moment of feeling a little bit 
‘at home.’ When we feel that we are being told something that 
somehow, and perhaps a little strangely, is not alien, not foreign, 
but from deep within us, ‘at home’ in us, already in our mouths 
and in our hearts.


Our day-to-day lives, on the whole, are probably a little less 
spectacular than the dramatic scene in Acts, but the Holy Spirit 
is no less present to us now than it was to them, then.


There may not be tongues of flame and the sound of a powerful 
wind - or there might be - but God’s Spirit is present here now, 
present in this place, present within us, because we are temples 
of the Holy Spirit. That is the amazing truth and gift, and we are 
invited to live out of it.


So let’s move on and away from any anxiety we carry, to a 
joyful, confident living with faith, hope and love now. With the 
help of God with us and the fire of the Spirit in us. Not for the 
quest for happiness and self-satisfaction that we might easily 
stumble into in our bit of the world, but in self-giving and all that 
goes with it. Compassion, vulnerability, suffering, joy. 


This is the power of the cross at work in our lives, and the 
promise of the Advocate, the Spirit of truth, to teach us and to 
give us peace from Christ. Which is different - and more 
valuable - than any peace that the world can give us. For the 
Spirit is with us and in us. The Spirit of God fill us and renew us 
in Christ. 	 	 Amen. 


James Percival, 	 Team Rector


